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Nexus 


Author's Notes: 

This story was written for the \"Reluctant I\" challenge on the forum. | admit that it was easier to write this 
way and than any other. I\'m not sure why though. Special thanks to the Shaaman DVD Ritual Live for 
inspirational visuals and to Andy for taking a look at it :) 


The music begins and they take the stage. The first thing that you notice is the bond between them. Always 
never more than five feet away from each other and usually eyes locked in a staring contest. Smiles would be 
shared and laughter rings out between the verses; they were in their element and totally relaxed. The audience 
mattered, of course, but they were an afterthought to the moments that Tobi and Andre shared on stage. 
Andre's arms wrapped around the other in an intimate embrace while he watched with rapt attention. It was 


returned with a grin and lean in from the shorter man. 


| smile to myself and know full well what they're feeling on stage. All those years of sharing the stage with 
Markus replay in my head. The kidding and the flirting, it all mirrored the scene playing out on the Brazilian 
stage. It was a rare thing to encounter but the most filling when you did. 


The music has stopped and the band gets ready for the next song "Pride." Judging by the huge grins on both 
of their faces, it will be another song full of intensely shared moments. The opening riffs have the duo locked 
in a battle of air guitar in time to the music, exaggerated yet no less fun 


There's no competition between them, preferring to share the spotlight and singing duties. Hugs come plentiful 
from the brunette Andre who rarely lets go of Tobi for a few seconds, while the latter enjoying the constant 
attention as evident by the grin plastered on his face. They feed off of each other, soaring higher with their 


voices on each note they belt out. 


For a moment, a touch of fear appears on Tobi's face, head frantically twisting and turning in search of Andre, 
maybe worried if he's been abandoned. It's not to be as Andre appears off to his right after standing next to 
the guitarist. A look of relief flashes on Tobi's face when Andre places his arm over his shoulder and pulls him 
closer. They share a smile and continue on like nothing ever happened, 


They break away during the guitar solo to try their hands at outdoing the two guitarists with air guitar. Both 
are greeted with smiles and laughter from their perspective choices. The sheer enjoyment these two share is 
really hard to put into words, it's public and yet very personal. Some people would give anything to have a 
close relationship that they share on stage and off, the feeling of comfort and trust. 


As the song winds down, their touching becomes more frequent, maybe knowing that it will soon be over. It's a 
feeling we all get as performers. You get so wrapped up in the rush of being on stage that you desperately 
don't want it to end. It invariably does and there's always more shows to do but the emptiness never goes 
away. Such a hard life we lead but for those small moments in time where everything around us just clicks, 
it's magic. 


